EI NSTEI N
by Daryl Henry
FADE | N:
EXT. SWSS ALPS - SUNRI SE

Acconpani ed by the opening bars of the second novenent of
Mozart's 5th violin Concerto, the CAMERA expl ores the nmgjesty
of Europe's tallest mountains fromthe air, gliding steadily
nort hward, eventually descendi ng on:

EXT. ZURI CH HI LLSI DE - DAY

Wiere a handsone, awkward BOY of 16 clinbs a cobbled street
wearing an undersized suit and oversized tie.

EXT. SWSS I NSTI TUTE OF TECHNOLOGY - DAY

The boy confronts the sonber granite facade, takes a deep
breath and enters.

I NT. SW SSTECH LECTURE HALL - DAY

The tiered classroomis enptr. The boy plods up the steps
and takes a seat in the mddle. After a nonent an austere
PROFESSOR enters, squints up through pince-nez.

- PROFESSCR
You nmust be Ei nstein.

HERVANN M NKOWBKI, 31, an incisive mathematician with a _
conpr ehensi ve nustache, holds out a sheaf of papers. Einstein
descends the stairs, takes the papers.

M NKOASK
This would all be unnecessary if
you' d graduated from hi gh school
V%K didn't you graduate from hi gh
scho

ol ?
El NSTEI N
It was Prussian. | didn't like it.
M NKOWSK
What makes you think you'll Iike
uni versity better?
El NSTEI N

['"'mnot sure | wll.

M nkowski si ghs.

_ M NKOWSBKI
Vell, if by some mracle you pass
this, you may be permtted to find

out .

( CONTI NUED)



M nkowski exits. Einstein clinbs back to his seat, turns to
the first page. Mzart's violin concerto resunes as he begins
filling in the blanks, then the margins, then the backs of

the pages with a flurry of illegible wrds and nunbers.

BRI NG UP TI TLE:
SPACE AND TI ME"

EXT. ALPI NE MOUNTAI NSI DE - DAY

Leading the Einstein famly on an afternoon hi ke i s HERVANN
48, an inperious electrical engineer. His stalwart wife
PAULI NE, 38, follows behind. Fourteen-year-old MAJA anbl es
along in front of her brother Al bert, otrails the famly,
hi s thoughts far away.

Her mann stops to exam ne a striated rock face.

HERMANN
Al bert, conme here. Are these
particular strata igneous or
sedi nentary?

El NSTEI N
Ch, papa, how should I know?

HERMANN
(to Pauline)
It nmust have been one of the
guestions on the entrance exam

Ei nstein glun1r tries to brush past his father on the narrow

trail, but he loses his footing and staggers toward the cliff

?d ﬁ. Only Maja's quick lunge saves himfroma precipitous
al'l'.

HERMANN ( CONT' D)
(scow i ng)
What do you intend to do now?

He | ooks up at his father, his heart still pounding.

El NSTEI N
Thank the stars | didn't fall.

Ei nstein slunps against the unidentified strata.

_ HERMANN _
| mean with regard to your educati on.

MAJ A

He's going to pass the exam next
time, Papa. Aren't you, Al bie?

( CONTI NUED)



HERMANN
Well, are you?
El NSTEI N _
I f they don't change the questions.

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. SWSS I NSTI TUTE OF TECHNOLOGY - DAY

Einstein, a year older at 17, sits on the steps overdressed
and underconfident, clutching a violin case, watching his
fellow first-year STUDENTS file into the gray buil ding.

A keen-eyed G RL Passes him linmping slightly. MLEVA MARI C
21, is a Serbian farmgirl, npody and passionate. Anong her
books is a sheaf of piano nusic. Einstein, intrigued, stares
at her. Flattered, she hesitates.

M LEVA
You're awfully young to be a student
her e.
El NSTEI' N
You're awful ly ol d.
M LEVA
Don't be inpertinent. What are you
st udyi ng?
El NSTEI' N
, _ (Srrugz)
|"mgoing to be a teacher
M LEVA

Real |y? What do you intend to
inflict upon your poor students?

El NSTEI N _
An expl anation of god's design.

M LEVA
(turns to go)
| mmodest, too.

El NSTEI N
Wait. |s that a nmusical score you' ve
got there?
(no response)
Per haps we coul d play together
sonet | ne?

Laughi ng, she continues through the tall oak doors.
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